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The Queen agreed with her, and went so far as to write
to the King of Prussia, telling him that * he was being
deceived by one man/ and begging him to use all his
influence  to  prevent war.    But  her  intervention  was
fruitless, and when the Seven Weeks' War came to a
swift conclusion with the battle of Sadowa in July 1866,
it was perhaps too much to expect of human nature that
the  Crown Princess  should not have looked on   * the
wicked man ' with different eyes, for Prussia, of which
her husband would one day be King, was marvellously
expanding under his unscrupulous dictatorship.    Certain
German states, of which her near relations were the rulers,
such as the Kingdom of Hanover and part of the Grand
Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt, were absorbed into Prussia,
but it was their fault.    They had been told beforehand
what they might expect, and they had chosen to stand
in with Austria, poor things.    The abhorred policy of
blood and iron, so utterly opposed to the spirit of the
mission with which her father had entrusted her,  had
won vast aggrandisements for Prussia, and she positively
lectured her mother on the importance of keeping her
natural sympathy with relations quite separate from a
cool judgment of political necessities,     ' Nothing/  she
wrote, 'will or ever can shake Fritz's principle of sound
Liberalism and justice, but you know by experience that
one must proceed in the direction given by the political
events which have come to pass.  ... I cannot and will
not forget that I am a Prussian, but as such I know that
it is very difficult to make you or any other non-German
see how our case lies.'l

It was not really very difficult;  anyone could see (and
her mother certainly did) that Vicky wanted to have it
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